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mines, but all to no purpose.   At length, after seventy days' labour, he
caused a dam to be raised at a considerable distance from the city, thereby
to stop the river Mygdon, which ran through it;  this he ordered to be
broke down when the water was at its full height;  so that the violence
with which it beat against the wall of the city made a wide breach in it.
At this the Persians rent the air with loud shouts of joy, but deferred the
assault till the next day that the waters might be first carried off, they
not being able to make their approaches by reason of the inundation.
When they came up to the breach they were strangely surprised to find
another wall which the inhabitants had raised behind the former with an
astonishing expedition, being encouraged by St James, who remained him-
self all the time in the church at his prayers, by which he conquered, like
Moses on the mountain.    Sapor, marching up to the breach in person,
fancied he saw a man in royal apparel on the wall, whose purple and diadem
cast an uncommon brightness.   This person he believed was the Roman
Emperor Constantius, and threatened to put to death those who had told
him the emperor was at Antioch.   But upon their giving him fresh assur-
ances that Constantius was really there, and convinced that heaven fought
for the Romans, he threw up a javelin into the air out of impotent revenge
because heaven seemed to take part against him.   Then St Ephrem, deacon
of Edessa and St James's disciple, being present, entreated him to go upon
the walls to take a view of the Persians, and pray to God that he would
defeat the infidel army.   The bishop would not pray for the destruction
of anyone, but he implored the divine mercy that the city might be delivered
from the calamities of so long a siege.   Afterwards, going to the top of a
high tower, and turning his face towards the enemy and seeing the pro-
digious multitude of men and beasts which covered the whole country, he
said: " Lord, thou art able by the weakest means to humble the pride of
thy enemies;  defeat these multitudes by an army of gnats."   God heard
the humble prayer of his servant, as he had done that of Moses against
the Egyptians, and as he had by the like means vanquished the enemies
of his people when he conducted them out of Egypt.1   For scarce had the
saint spoke those words when whole clouds of gnats and flies came pouring
down upon the Persians, got into the elephants' trunks and the horses'
ears and nostrils, which made them chafe and foam, throw their riders,
and put the whole army into confusion and disorder.    A famine and
pestilence which followed carried off a great part of the army; and Sapor,
after lying above three months before the place, set fire to all his own
engines of war and was forced to abandon the siege and return home
with the loss of twenty thousand men.   Sapor received a third foil under
the walls of Nisibis in 359, upon which he turned his arms against Amidus,
took that strong city, and put the garrison and the greatest part of the

1 Wisdom xvi. 9.